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TITLE IX

20 U.S.C. § 1681 & 34 C.F.R. Part 106 (1972)

“No person in the United States
shall, on the basis of sex, be

excluded from participation in,
be denied the benefits of, or be
subjected to discrimination
under any educational program
or activity receiving federal
financial assistance.”
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TITLE IX

Discrimination

Sex/Gender
Discrimination

Program Equity

Quid Pro Quo

Hostile Environment

Retaliation

1111
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THE SPECTRUM OF TITLE IX-BASED ISSUES

Sex Based Discrimination Sexual Harassment

* Program Equity < Access to Course * Stalking

* Recruitment, Offerings * Domestic Violence
Admissions and ¢ Salaries and - Dating Violence
Access Benefits  Sexual Assault

* Pregnancy ’ F|n§nC|aI « Sexual Violence

« Athletics Assistance

- » Sexual Exploitation
° Employment’ ® FaC|||t|es

Recruitment & ¢ Funding
Hiring  Sex, Gender,

* Extra-curricular Gender Identity
activities * Retaliation

e Sexual Intimidation
e Sexual Misconduct

* Bullying and Cyberbullying
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SCHOOL/DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS UNDER TITLE IX ata

Sexual
Harassment

PN

Investigate
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EXPANDED LEGAL BASIS
FOR TITLE IX LIABILITY

Caselaw Refresher




HIERARCHY AND ENFORCEABILITY OF

LAWS AND REGULATIONS

e Laws —Title IX, Title VII
e Cour decisions — Gebser, Davis, etc.

Force of
Law

e Regulations — Title IX Regs; Enforceable by OCR; courts tend to

defer to these (but not always)

Highly
Influential

but only persuasive authority for courts

Influential

e Sub-Regulatory Guidance — e.g.: Dear Colleague Letters;

enforceable by OCR, but only instructive for courts

e Regulatory Guidance —e.g.: 2001 Guidance; Enforceable by OCR, }
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FRANKLIN V. GWINNETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS, e

503 U.S. 60 (1992).

* Facts: A high school student was subjected to continual sexual

harassment and assaults from a sports coach and teacher employed by
the district. The school investigated but took no action to halt the

conduct. He resigned on the condition that all matters pending against
him be dropped. The school then closed its investigation.

* |Issue: Does sexual harassment constitute discrimination under Title IX?

* Analysis: Sexual harassment constitutes sex discrimination under Title IX.
An individual may bring a lawsuit (a “private right for recovery of
monetary damages”) under Title IX.
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GEBSER V. LAGO VISTA INDEP. SCHOOL, 524 e

U.S. 274 (1998).

* Facts: An eighth-grade student was engaged in a months-long pattern of
sexual assaults by a teacher unknown to her parents and school officials.
They were eventually caught during an encounter. The teacher had a
prior pattern of inappropriate sexual language with students, which the
school knew and warned him about.

* Issue: What is the standard for recovering monetary damages against the
school in a sexual harassment case?

* Analysis: Three-part standard established.
— An official of the school/district must have “actual notice” of harassment;

— The official had authority to “institute corrective measures” to resolve the
harassment problem; AND

— The official “failed to adequately respond” to the harassment and acted with
“deliberate indifference.”
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DAVIS V. MONROE COUNTY BD. OF EDUC., 526 &R

U.S. 629 (1999).

* Facts: A fifth-grade student was continually harassed by a peer over a
sixth-month period. The student reported the behavior multiple times to
her teachers, and the parents notified school officials multiple times, as
well. The harassment continued and negatively impacted her ability to
receive an education.

* Issue: Can a school be held responsible under Title IX for student-on-
student sexual harassment?

* Analysis: In a 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court found in favor of Davis.
When the school has actual knowledge of the harassment, and fails to
properly take corrective action, the school is deliberately indifferent. The
conduct was sufficiently severe, pervasive, and objectionably offensive.
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ADVANCED
JURISDICTIONAL TOPICS




WHEN DOES TITLE IX APPLY?

* In Davis, the U.S. Supreme Court set the standard for Title IX
jurisdiction.
* Title IX applies when the school has:

— Control over the harasser (the person alleged to be
discriminating); AND

— Control over the context of the harassment (the discrimination).
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“ISIT A IX?”

Covered Programs

. ea: vered Indivi |
and Activities Covered Individuals

Subject Matter

Special

Location Time Issues . .
Considerations
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COVERED PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

* Includes:

—All programs run by a federal funding recipient
(typically the LEA).

— All programs using facilities of the funding recipient.
= E.g. camps using your fields/stadium.

* |t does not matter whether the specific program receives
federal funding or not, all institutional programs are
covered.

* Includes all federal funding, even funding that flows
through state or local government.
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COVERED PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

* Examples:
—All academic, instructional, special education programs
— Co-curricular and enrichment programming
— Before/after school programming

— Extra-curricular programs and student activities
— Athletics

— All school-sponsored trips

—School-sponsored transportation



COVERED INDIVIDUALS

* Students — In-school/On-campus & online/distance.

* Employees.
— Teachers.
— Other instructional staff.
— Coaches.
— Staff/Administrators.

* Volunteers.
* \isitors.

* Participants in camps/other programs.



COVERED INDIVIDUALS

* Everyone, however...

* If Responding Party is a not affiliated with the school in
any way, the school may lack authority to take
disciplinary action, but can take responsive or remedial
action.

— Third-party vendors.

— Parent/guardian.

— Guest or invitee.

— Former student or former employee.
— Student from another school.



LOCATION

* Property owned or controlled by the school.
* School transportation.

* Off-campus property during a school-sponsored trip or
activity.
— Field trip or athletic trip.

— School-sponsored international travel (best practice, but not
required by OCR)

* Off-campus behavior that has “downstream effects” in
the school setting.

— Title IX only requires remedial and supportive measures for the
downstream effects.
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ANALYZING “DOWNSTREAM EFFECTS”

* In some circumstances you will exercise jurisdiction for
off-campus behavior that does not begin in a school-
sponsored activity ("discretionary jurisdiction”).

— Does your policy specify jurisdiction?

* Look for “nexus” to the school setting.
— When the downstream effects of purely off-site conduct cause a
discriminatory impact at school/on campus.

* Even if no Title IX jurisdiction consider if the behavior
violates other school policies.



EXAMPLES: “DOWNSTREAM EFFECTS”

* Social media or electronic communication posts spillover
to bullying or cyberbullying at school.

* A student experiences a sexual assault over the weekend
and is unwilling to return to school on Monday morning.

* Employee is a victim of intimate partner violence and
misses work repeatedly as a result.

* One student sexts a revealing photo to a peer; the peer
shares it with a group of friends without permission.



TIME CONSIDERATIONS

* Examples where school lacks disciplinary authority:

— A student is sexually harassed by a student from another school
district.

— A student withdraws, or an employee resigns in the midst of an
investigation.

* Institution must still:

— Provide support and resources to the reporting party and the
community.

— Determine if there are patterns or institutional variables that
contributed to the alleged incident.

— Take what action it can (e.g.: trespass the person).

* For Summers/Breaks: consider downstream effects.
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STUDENTS ENROLLED IN HIGHER ED

COURSES: ISSUES FOR K-12

* Best Practice: Effective coordination between the Title IX
Coordinator at the college/university AND the Title IX

Coordinator at the school.

— What remedies are needed in each setting (if any)?

— Who should investigate?

— Who has jurisdiction for purposes of discipline (if any, and if
applicable)?

— For minors: mandated state reporting?



SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: FREE SPEECH

* |Is the speech/conduct protected by academic freedom?

— Pedagogically appropriate, germane to the subject matter of the class, and
not disruptive to the school environment.

* |Is the speech/conduct protected by the First Amendment?

To be subject to discipline:
= Offensive/harassing speech must be:

o severe, pervasive (persistent), and objectively offensive, and/or
= Disruptive speech must:

o Materially and substantially interfere with the requirements of
appropriate discipline in the operation of the school.

* Still provide support and resources as appropriate.
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ALWAYS REMEMBER...

* If Title IX jurisdiction is not present, consider whether the
behavior could still violate:
— Institutional harassment/discrimination policies.
— Student Handbook/Conduct policies.
— Technology/Acceptable Use policies.
— Employee Handbook/Policies.
— Professionalism standards.
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RECENT NOTABLE OCR
RESOLUTION
AGREEMENT

Chicago Public Schools — Sept. 2019




OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Resolution Agreement resolves complaints filed in March 2015 and
November 2016.

* Agreement signed on September 10, 2019

OCR expanded its review to conduct a “systemic, district-wide
investigation” of the District’s response to Title IX allegations.

Chicago Public Schools District found in violation of Title IX

Is an excellent insight into OCR’s current interpretations for PK-12
and Title IX policies and procedures.
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* For years, the District’s management, handling, and oversight of
complaints of student on student and adult on student sexual
harassment have been in a state of disarray, to the great detriment
of the students the District is responsible for educating.

* The District’s investigations were poorly managed and were often
conducted by staff who were not properly trained in effective
investigative techniques or the specific requirements that Title IX
imposes on recipients in addressing instances of sexual
harassment.

* |Investigations were conducted by a patchwork of both school-level
personnel and District personnel without any District-wide
coordination of efforts and results.
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* This patchwork structure compromised the ability of students to
learn in a safe educational environment.

* Finally, the District’s lack of organizational strategies to ensure
adequate and reliable investigations and coordinated efforts to
address and prevent sexual harassment was exacerbated by poor
record-keeping.

* Documentation concerning complaint investigations was very often
incomplete, and much of it was maintained in schools, rather than
in a centralized location where it could be easily reviewed by high-
level administrators.
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* OCR found the District’s procedures lacking:

— Failed to “ensure that students who reported sexual harassment
received interim services and appropriate remedies in
substantiated cases”

— Failure to “have an obligation to prepare an investigation report
summarizing the results of the investigation”,

— Failure to “notify the parties of the outcome of an investigation,
including whether the investigation substantiated the allegations
and determined that harassment occurred.”

— Failure to articulate “reasonably prompt timeframes in the Title
IX Policy for completing its investigations.”
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Provide notice to students, parents, and employees of the Title IX
Policy and Grievance Procedures, including where complaints may
be filed, that is written in language appropriate to District students,
easily understood, and widely disseminated;

* Prohibit retaliation against persons who report sex discrimination,
including sexual harassment, or participate in related proceedings;

* Title IX policies and procedures “apply to complaints alleging sex
discrimination carried out by employees, other students, or third
parties”
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Include formal complaint procedures providing for:

— designated, reasonably prompt timeframes for the major stages
of the investigation and for completion of the investigation of a
complaint;

— investigations that are adequate, reliable and impartial;

— an equal opportunity for both parties to present witnesses and
other evidence;
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Include formal complaint procedures providing for:
— a written report summarizing the relevant inculpatory and
exculpatory evidence;
— timely and equal access to all parties of information that will be
used during disciplinary meetings and hearings;
— written notice of the determination to be provided to the
parties; and

— if applicable, a requirement explaining who may appeal the
District’s determination and the basis for deciding an appeal.
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Also required the District to revise its policies and
procedures to:

— “Ensure that the Title IX Coordinator has the appropriate
authority to effectively coordinate all of the District’s efforts to
comply with Title IX.”

— “Ensure that it has a comprehensive process for responding to all
complaints of sex discrimination and that it fully documents
responsive actions taken.”
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

* Also required the District to revise its policies and procedures
to:
— Widely distribute its policies and procedures
— Train administrators, students and parents

— “Develop and implement a record-keeping system that captures
all required documentation in connection with all complaints of
possible sexual harassment and sex discrimination.”

— Provide equitable remedies to both parties
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Training Personnel

* Training for those “responsible for processing,
investigating, adjudicating and/or resolving complaints of
sexual harassment:

— The District’s Title IX Policy and Grievance Procedure;
— How to respond to complaints of sexual harassment;

— How to identify what constitutes sexual harassment, including a
hostile environment;

— How to conduct and document adequate, reliable, and impartial
investigations of sexual harassment;
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Training Personnel

* Training for those “responsible for processing,
investigating, adjudicating and/or resolving complaints of
sexual harassment:

— Resources for reporting parties
— Record retention requirements

— Available interim measures and resources for the affected
parties

— Title IX prohibitions on retaliation
— Notice to all parties of the outcome of the investigation.
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Student and Parent Training

* Annual age-appropriate training for students and parents
covering:
— The District’s revised Title IX Policy and Grievance Procedures
" Including where to locate them on the District’s website
" The existence of OCR and its authority to enforce Title IX

— The District’s Title IX Coordinator, (including contact information),
as well as school administrators and their Title IX-related roles
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Student and Parent Training

* Annual age-appropriate training for students and parents
covering:
— What constitutes sexual harassment,

— The District’s prohibition against sex discrimination, including
sexual harassment

— What students should do if they believe they or other students
have been subjected to sexual harassment.



OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Records Maintenance

* A. Track electronically all Title IX complaints, including
— Relevant information related to the complaint
— Information related to the complainant and respondent
— All identified witnesses of the harassment
— The person receiving the complaint

— The date/time/nature/location of the incident
The date the District became aware of the incident

— The date the Title IX Coordinator received notice of the incident;
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OCR RESOLUTION AGREEMENT:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS (SEPT 2019)

Documentation and Personnel Files

* “Document actions [the District] takes in response to all Title IX
complaints at each stage of its investigation and grievance process,
including when imposing sanctions against a District-affiliated adult
or disciplining a student.”

* “The District will require that all final Title IX determinations
against staff, faculty, or administrators (hereinafter respondents) be
noted in the respondent’s personnel file, consistent with state and
local laws, District policies, and applicable collective bargaining
agreements. The notation shall provide a summary of the nature of
the allegations, indicate whether a finding of violation was made
and, if so, the sanctions imposed.”
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PROPOSED TITLE IX
REGULATIONS

Key Changes Ahead for K-12 Settings




OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS

* November 29, 2018: OCR published proposed
amendments to Title IX regulations:

— OCR has reviewed all comments and is working to finalize the
regulations.

— OCR must respond materially to comments.
— Will amend the Code of Federal Regulations.
— Will have the force of law once adopted.

— Proposed amendments are significant, legalistic, and very due
process-heavy.

— Many intervening variables; will they ever be finalized/enacted?
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GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES

* Must include:

— Presumption that responding party is not responsible until
determination is reached

— “Reasonably prompt” timeframes

— Range of possible sanctions and remedies

— Description of standard of evidence

— Bases and procedures for appeal

— Range of supportive measures available to both parties
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PROMPTNESS

47

Reasonably prompt timeframes for the conclusion of the grievance
process, including reasonably prompt timeframes for filing and
resolving appeals if your school offers an appeal.

Concurrent law enforcement investigation does not relieve the
burden on the school to investigate.

Temporary delays for “good cause” and with written notice of the
delay to parties:
— Complexity of the investigation

— Concurrent law enforcement investigation with time-dependent
release of evidence

— Delays for administrative needs are insufficient
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JURISDICTIONAL ISSUES

* Emphasizes the Davis standard:
— Control over the harasser and the context of the harassment
— “Occurs within its education program or activity”

* Regulations specify “harassment ... against a person in the United
States.”

— OCR does not intend to enforce Title IX regarding international
incidents.

— However, courts are still likely to enforce Title IX if it “occurs
within the educational program or activity,” such as study abroad
programs, or school-sponsored international trips

— Also consider “downstream effects”
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REGS ADOPT “DELIBERATE INDIFFERENCE”

STANDARD atia

* A recipient with actual knowledge of sexual harassment in
an education program or activity of the recipient against a
person in the United States must respond in a manner that
is not deliberately indifferent

* If the conduct alleged by the reporting party would not
constitute sexual harassment even if proved or did not
occur within the recipient’s program or activity, the

recipient must terminate its grievance process with regard
to that conduct



NOTICE:

RESPONSIBLE EMPLOYEE DEFINITION

* Currently, a responsible employee includes any employee

who:

— Has the authority to take action to redress the harassment;
or

— Has the duty to report harassment or other types of
misconduct to appropriate officials; or

—Someone a student could reasonably believe has this
authority or responsibility.

* Proposed regulations also specify all K-12 teachers when
conduct is student-on-student.

* Report must go to Title IX Coordinator or any official who has
the authority to institute corrective measures.
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DEFINITION OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT

e Revised Definition of Sexual Harassment:

* Conditioning the provision of an aid, benefit, or service of the
recipient on an individual's participation in unwelcome sexual conduct

(Quid Pro Quo).

* Unwelcome conduct on the basis of sex that is so severe,
pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a
person equal access to the recipient's education program or
activity (Hostile Environment)

* Sexual assault, as defined in 34 CFR 668.46(a) [Clery Act]

* Regulations are silent on retaliatory harassment.
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DIVISION OF ROLES

52

Under the regulations, there must be a clear division of roles.

Be attentive to these four roles:

— Title IX Coordinator.
— Investigator (could be Coordinator or separate distinct person(s)).

— Decision-maker (person/people who determines whether
student/employee is “responsible” for violating school/district

policy).
= May not be the Coordinator or the investigator.
— Appellate decision-maker must be a distinct different

person/people.

© 2020 Association of Title IX Administrators



NEUTRALITY, CONFLICT OF INTEREST,

OBJECTIVITY

* Grievance procedures must treat parties “equitably”

— Must be designed to restore or preserve access to education
programs

— Must include due process protections before disciplinary
sanctions are imposed

* Prohibits conflict-of-interest or bias with coordinators,
investigators, and decision-makers against parties generally or
against an individual party

* All relevant evidence obtained must be objectively evaluated
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SUPPORTIVE MEASURES

New term for “interim measures.”

Non-disciplinary, non-punitive individualized services.

Must not unreasonably burden other party.

* Proposed regulations contemplate mutual restrictions.

— Silent on unilateral or individualized restrictions.

— Appears to anticipate, but also prohibit, that one party will sometimes be restricted
more than the other.

* Interim suspensions (“emergency removals”) are still permissible
but only after risk analysis.
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EMERGENCY REMOVAL

* May remove a responding party on an emergency basis, provided
that the school:
— Undertakes an individualized safety and risk analysis,

— Determines that an immediate threat to the health or safety of
students or employees justifies removal,

— Provides the responding party with notice and an opportunity to
challenge the decision immediately following the removal,

— Also follows special education regulations (if applicable).

* May place a non-student employee responding party on
administrative leave during the pendency of an investigation.
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INFORMAL RESOLUTION OPTIONS

* Allow informal resolution at any time prior to a final determination,
at discretion of TIXC:

= Requires detailed notice to the parties

= Allegations

= Requirements of the process

= Circumstances that would preclude formal resolution
= Consequences of participation

= Obtain voluntary, written consent

* Does not preclude certain offenses from informal resolution.

* May restrict use of restorative practices after a determination.
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WRITTEN, DETAILED NOTICE BEFORE ANY

INTERVIEWS ata

* Require that the responding party receive advanced written notice of the
allegations with “sufficient time to prepare a response before any initial
interview.”

— Will change typical practice of initiating “investigation” immediately.

* Upon receipt of a formal complaint.
— Details: identity of parties, alleged violations, date, location.
— Sufficient time to prepare a response.
— Will provide further guidance about “receipt” standard.

* All hearings, interviews, and meetings requiring attendance with
sufficient time to prepare.

— Formalistic requirements may not reflect fluidity of K-12 settings.
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“ADVISOR OF CHOICE”

58

Advisor can be anyone.
— Parent/guardian, attorney, coach, union rep, peer.

Advisors may be present at any interviews or meetings.

No discussion of how “choice” conflicts with existing protocols regarding
parent/guardian notification.

— What if the student wishes an advisor different than their
parent/guardian?

— How does an elementary student “choose” an advisor?

If a student does not choose an advisor, the school must appoint one
who is “aligned with the party.”

= “Defense” and “prosecution” advisors?

No prior training required, no mandate to train.
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BURDEN OF PROOF ON SCHOOL TO GATHER

EVIDENCE atia

59

Burden is on the school, not the parties.

“Sufficient to reach a determination.”
— Is your investigation appropriately thorough?

Anticipate requests that the school attempt to obtain certain
evidence.

Evidence collected by law enforcement is admissible in our school
processes.

Who determines what evidence is relevant and sufficient?
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PROVIDING COPIES OF INVESTIGATION REPORT

FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT ata

* Mandate creation of an investigation report.
* Must fairly summarize all relevant evidence.

* Provided to parties at least 10 days before hearing or other
determination.

* Parties may review and submit written responses to report.

* Unclear if analysis (including credibility) and findings of fact should
be included.

* Unclear if a full report or a summary is required.
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PROVIDING PARTIES WITH COPIES OF ALL

EVIDENCE atia

Both parties permitted to inspect and review evidence directly related
to the allegations.

— At least 10 days prior to the finalization of the investigative report.

* Available in an electronic format, with restrictions on the ability to
download and distribute it.

All relevant evidence (inculpatory and exculpatory).
— Will need to decide “relevance.”

* Equal opportunity to inspect all evidence, including evidence not used
to support determination.

* Unclear when evidence must be provided.

* No limits on types/amount of evidence offered.
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LIVE HEARINGS/QUESTIONING

* Proposed regulations mandate live hearing for higher education;
optional for K-12.

* Parties must attend hearing.
— If not, all testimony submitted by absent party must be excluded.

* Decision-maker may not be Title IX Coordinator or the investigator.

* |If no hearing, must provide opportunity for questioning.

— Allow parties to submit questions to be asked of the other party and
the witnesses.

— Decision-maker can be the one to ask questions.
— Used in place of a hearing.

— Unclear how irrelevant questions will be screened, but rationale for
excluding questions required (verbal or written?).
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LIVE HEARING

* If live hearing occurs:

— Parties must attend hearing, otherwise all testimony submitted by
absent party must be excluded.

— Must allow live cross-examination to be conducted exclusively by
each party’s advisor (separate rooms or partition permitted).

— Questions not deemed relevant by hearing administrator may be
excluded with rationale provided.

* Must exclude reporting party’s prior sexual behavior unless
specifically relevant.
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DUE PROCESS: EVIDENCE

* All relevant and reasonably available evidence must be considered —
inculpatory and exculpatory

No restriction on discussing case or gathering evidence

Equal opportunity to:

- Present witnesses

- Present evidence

- Inspect all evidence, including evidence not used to support determination

No limits on types/amount of evidence that may be offered

Includes all evidence directly related to the investigation, even
evidence that determination does not, or will not, rely upon
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UNDERSTANDING EVIDENCE THRESHOLDS ata

EVIDENTIARY STANDARDS

Insufficient Evidence Clear and Convincing

I I l V I

: Preponderance of the Evidence/



STANDARD OF EVIDENCE

* Current best practice is preponderance of the evidence.
— Is the same standard a court will use to evaluate school’s response.

* Proposed regulations allow preponderance only if same for other
conduct code violations, otherwise must use “clear and

convincing.”

— Effectively mandates clear and convincing for schools with higher
standards for other proceedings (i.e. standards used in employment
hearings).

— May create incongruence between school process and court scrutiny
(where preponderance will still be the standard).
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REQUIREMENTS FOR WRITTEN

DETERMINATIONS OF “RESPONSIBLE”

* Several required elements:
— Statement of and rationale for the result as to each specific allegation.
— Sanctions imposed on the responding party.

— Any remedies provided to the reporting party designed to restore or
preserve access to the education program or activity.

— Provided to both parties simultaneously.

* More formulaic and formalistic than existing K-12 procedures for
“lower-level” infractions.

Expanded disclosures to reporting party about sanctions is a
change from most current K-12 practices.
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APPEALS

* |f school offers appeals, must be made available equitably
* All parties receive notification of any appeal
* Opportunity for all parties to support or oppose outcome

* Written decision with rationale delivered simultaneously to both
parties

* Appeal decision-maker cannot have had any other role in the
investigation or resolution process

* “Reasonably prompt” timeframe for producing appeal decision
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TRAINING ata

* Training mandates are very slim in the proposed regs.

* Training materials may not rely on sex stereotypes and
must promote impartial investigations and adjudications
of sexual harassment.

* Training for investigators and decision-makers on policy
definitions, conflicts of issues, and bias issues.

* Training mandates apply to K-12.

* Training materials must be maintained for three years
and made available for inspection by the parties.



POLICY DEVELOPMENT
CONSIDERATIONS

Taking Inventory of Existing Paolicies
Policy Needs Assessment
ATIXA Model Policy Definitions

Advanced Policy Topics




CREATOR AND IMPLEMENTER OF APPROPRIATE

POLICY atia

* The Title IX Coordinator typically leads and oversees
efforts to create, revise, and implement policies.

* Policies = The Rules
— Policies should clearly define expected/prohibited conduct.
— Policies should be regularly updated, revised, and assessed.

* Procedures/”Process” = How alleged violations of policy
are addressed

— Procedures should clearly channel the parties to appropriate
resources.

— Procedures should provide for the equitable remedying of
complaints.



CREATOR AND IMPLEMENTER

OF APPROPRIATE POLICY ata

* The Title IX Coordinator must be an integral part of the
policy development and review process.

* Ensure all policies related to sex/gender misconduct and
discrimination are legally accurate and complete.

* If the institution has multiple policies (for teachers, staff,
students) and procedures, must ensure that these
policies are not conflicting, or contain conflicting
definitions.

— A strong argument to consider a single policy!

— ATIXA’s One Policy, One Process Model (1P1P) (More on this
later)
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SOURCES OF POLICY REQUIREMENTS
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Federal statues

Federal regulations

State statues

State regulations

Collective Bargaining Agreements
OCR Resolution Agreements

Best Practices/Risk Management requirements
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GETTING A HANDLE ON YOUR

DISTRICT’S “POLICY”

* Board-level Policy
— E.g., Equal Opportunity/Non-Discrimination Policy

* Board-level Administrative Procedure

— E.g., Harassment Grievance Procedures
* Employment/Human Resources Policy and Procedures
* Employee/Staff Handbooks

* School-level Policy and/or procedures
— E.g., Conduct Code

Student/Parent Handbooks

Informal protocols

— E.g., interaction with SROs, search processes

74
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TAKING “INVENTORY”

75

Are all of these “policy sources” consistent with each other?

Anti-bullying/cyberbullying policy (often required under state law)

Harassment and Discrimination policies (required by Title IX, often required under state
law)

Harassment and Discrimination procedures

Transgender and Gender Expansive Students

Staff conduct code

Staff conduct with students

Use of social media by school employees

Hazing

Student conduct code (including on buses)

Disciplinary policies (including removal) of students with disabilities
Weapons, violence, and school safety

Conduct processes (often defined by state law)

Child abuse reporting (and procedures) (often defined by state law)
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TAKING “INVENTORY” (CONT.)

* Are all of these “policy sources” consistent with each other?
— Abuse of students by employees
— Computer, Network, and Technology Acceptable Use
— Student use of cellular telephones and other electronic devices
— Student dress code
— School-sponsored travel
— Parental involvement
— Education records (defined by FERPA and sometimes state law)
— Personnel records (often defined by state law)

— Wellness policy (required under federal law; only applicable if district chooses to
include sex- and gender-based wellness items)

— Security camera policy (including buses)

— Questioning and searches of students

— Speaker policy

— Public right to know-freedom of access issues
— Visitors to the schools
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POLICY COLLEAGUES

* May need “orientation” to Title IX requirements, intersection with existing
policies, need to implement new policies or procedures:

— Superintendent
— Assistant Superintendent
— Board’s Policy Committee
— General Counsel (if applicable)
— Risk Management (if applicable)
— Principals/Vice-principals
= Are statements in student/parent handbooks consistent with Board-level
and other District-level policies?

= What about school-level websites?
= Are descriptions of procedures accurate and up-to-date?

= Beware of inadvertently creating new “policy” through handbook language
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

REQUIREMENT

 Title IX regulations require that schools provide notice to students, parents, and
others that they do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, and age, and if applicable, that they provide equal access to the
Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. 34 C.F.R. Section
106.9.

* Notification must state that the requirement of non-discrimination in
educational programs and activities extends to employment and admissions, and
that questions may be referred to the Title IX Coordinator, or to the Office for
Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Education.

* Methodology may include posting notices, publishing in local newspapers and
magazines, distributing memos or other written communications to students
and employees.

* Include a statement in all publications, application forms, or recruitment
materials.

https://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/nondisc.pdf
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/nondisc.pdf

OCR’S SAMPLE NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE

LANGUAGE

* The [School District] does not — Name and/or Title
discriminate on the basis of race, — Address
color, national origin, sex*, disability, — Telephone No.

or age in its programs and activities
and provides equal access to the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth
groups.

— Name and/or Title2
— Address

— Telephone No.

* For further information on notice of
nondiscrimination, visit
http://wdcrobcolpO1.
ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm for
the address and phone number of the
office that serves your area, or call 1-
800-421-3481.

*Add sexual orientation, gender identity, and/or gender expression if applicable under your
state law and/or district policy.

https://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/nondisc.pdf

* The following person has been
designated to handle inquiries
regarding the non-discrimination
policies:
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EMPLOYEE BASED-
ISSUES




INTERSECTION OF TITLE VII

AND TITLE IX

* Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, national origin in employment

* Title IX: prohibits discrimination on the basis of
sex in programs and activities receiving federal

financial assistance
— Applies to students and employees
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TITLE IX vs. TITLE VI

Title IX

82

Applies to students and employees
Covers sex
Covers pregnancy

Hostile Environment, QpQ,
Retaliation

OCR
“Prompt”

More directive as to nature of
prompt, fair and equitable

Title VII

* Applies only employees

* Covers sex, race, color, national
origin, religion

* Covers pregnancy

* Hostile environment, QpQ,
Retaliation

e EEOC
* No timeframe set

* Fewer equity-based guaranteesin a
process for victim
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INTERSECTION OF TITLE VII

AND TITLE IX

* Title IX consciously modeled on Title VI and borrowed
heavily from Title VII.

* Courts generally apply standards established under Title
VIl for guidance in how to establish a Title IX violation.

* Employees can use both Title VII and Title IX to pursue
the same violations.
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TITLE VII AND TITLE IX IN INVESTIGATIONS ata

84

Consider:

— Role of institutional equity/AA/EOP officer.
— Human resources/faculty/teachers.

— Coordinator of school/campus conduct.

Oversight of deputy coordinators/investigators.
Ability to merge/combine investigatory and hearing processes.

Additional rights afforded to employees under Title IX
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ATIXA MODEL POLICIES

Sexual Harassment

Non-Consensual Sexual
Contact

Non-Consensual Sexual
Intercourse

Sexual Exploitation
Stalking

Relationship Violence
Bullying
Hazing

Other Misconduct
Offenses




SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Sexual harassment is:

* Unwelcome

* Sexual, sex-based, and/or gender-based verbal, written,
online, and/or physical conduct.



THREE TYPES OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT

1. 3.

2

Hostile N Retaliator

. Quid Pro Quo Y
Environment Harassment
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QUID PRO QUO SEXUAL HARASSMENT

* Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors,
and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature,

* By a person having power or authority over another,
when

* Submission to or rejection of such conduct is made either
explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of rating or
evaluating an individual’s educational [or employment]
progress, development, or performance.



RETALIATORY HARASSMENT

* Any adverse employment or educational action taken against a
person because of the person’s participation in a complaint or
investigation of discrimination or sexual misconduct.

* Also includes retaliation against a reporting party by the
responding party or that person’s friends or others who are
sympathetic to the responding party.

* Also can include retaliation directed toward a third party because
of that party’s participation in a grievance process or for supporting
a grievant.
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HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT

* A hostile environment is created when sexual harassment
IS:

—Sufficiently severe, or
— Persistent or pervasive, and
—Objectively offensive that it:

= Unreasonably interferes with, denies, or limits someone’s
ability to participate in or benefit from the school’s educational
[and/or employment], social and/or residential program.
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TOTALITY OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES

TO CONSIDER FOR HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT

* Increasing problem of conflating discomfort or being offended
with the higher standard of hostile environment

* The frequency (persistent or pervasive), nature, and severity of the
conduct.

Whether the conduct was physically threatening.

Whether the conduct was humiliating.

* The effect on reporting party’s mental or emotional state.
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TOTALITY OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES

TO CONSIDER FOR HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT

Whether conduct was directed at more than one person.

Whether the conduct unreasonably interfered with the reporting
party’s educational or work performance.

Whether the statement is an utterance of an epithet which is
offensive, or offends by discourtesy or rudeness.

Whether the speech or conduct deserves the protection of
academic freedom or of the First Amendment.
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NON-CONSENSUAL SEXUAL CONTACT

* Non-consensual sexual contact is:
— Any intentional sexual contact,
— However slight,
— With any object,
— By a person upon another person,
— That is without consent and/or by force.
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SEXUAL CONTACT DEFINED

* Sexual contact includes:

—Intentional contact with the breasts, buttock, groin, or
genitals, or touching another with any of these body
parts, or making another touch you or themselves with
or on any of these body parts; OR

—any other intentional bodily contact in a sexual manner.



NON-CONSENSUAL

SEXUAL INTERCOURSE

* Non-consensual sexual intercourse is:
— Any sexual intercourse,
— However slight,
— With any object,
— By a person upon another person,
— That is without consent and/or by force.
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INTERCOURSE DEFINED ata

* Sexual Intercourse includes:

—Vaginal or anal penetration by a penis, object, tongue or
finger, and oral copulation (mouth to genital contact),
no matter how slight the penetration or contact.



SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

* Sexual Exploitation:

—When an individual(s) takes non-consensual or abusive
sexual advantage of another for their own advantage or
benefit, or to benefit or advantage anyone other than the
one being exploited, that behavior does not otherwise
constitute one of the other sexual misconduct offenses.

Examples of sexual exploitation include, but are not limited
to...
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SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

* Examples
— Invasion of sexual privacy.

— Non-consensual digital, video, or audio recording of nudity or
sexual activity. (“exposing”)

— Unauthorized sharing or distribution of digital, video, or audio
recording of nudity or sexual activity.

— Engaging in voyeurism.

— Going beyond boundaries of consent (e.g. letting friends hide in
the closet to watch you having consensual sex).
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SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

* Examples (cont.)

— Knowingly exposing someone to or transmitting an STI, STD, or
HIV to another person.

— Prostituting another person.

— Intentionally/recklessly exposing one’s genitals in non-consensual
circumstances; inducing others to expose theirs.

— Sexually-based stalking and/or bullying may also be forms of
sexual exploitation.
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STALKING

» Stalking:
— Repetitive and menacing,

— Pursuit, following, harassing, and/or interfering with the peace
and/or safety of another.

* Note: This definition of stalking also allows schools to distinguish
stalking from lurking, which is often fixation without menacing or
harmful intent, and which is often steady state, whereas stalking
often becomes more intrusive over time.
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INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE (IPV)

* Violence or emotional abuse between those who are in or have
been in an intimate or romantic relationship to each other.
— Examples include:

= Physical abuse by a spouse or partner such as hitting, slapping, pushing, or
strangling.
= Sexual violence by a spouse or partner.

= Extreme verbal abuse by a spouse or partner.

* Other terms include interpersonal violence, relationship violence,
dating violence, and domestic violence.

* Typically involves another code violation.

* If based on gender/sex, would fall within Title IX.
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BULLYING

* Defined as:
— Repeated and/or severe,
— Aggressive behavior,

— Likely to intimidate or intentionally hurt, control, or diminish another
person, physically or mentally,

— That is not speech or conduct otherwise protected by the First
Amendment.

* Often includes comments about race, color, national origin, sex,
sexual orientation, or disability.

* Often involves an imbalance of power, aggression, and a negative,
repeated behavior.

* Bullying falls within Title IX when gender-based.
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HAZING ata

* Hazing:

— Acts likely to cause physical or psychological harm or social
ostracism to any person within the school community, when
related to the admission, initiation, pledging, joining, or any

other group-affiliation activity (as defined further in the
hazing policy).

* When sexual in nature (sex or gender-based is not
applicable here because of the fraternity/sorority
exception under Title IX).



OTHER MISCONDUCT OFFENSES

* Threatening or causing physical harm, extreme verbal abuse, or
other conduct which threatens or endangers the health or safety of
any person.

* Discrimination: actions that deprive other members of the
community of educational or employment access, benefits, or
opportunities on the basis of sex or gender.

* Intimidation, defined as implied threats or acts that cause an
unreasonable fear of harm in another.

* Any rule violated on the basis of the reporting party’s sex/gender,
which is severe enough to cause a discriminatory effect.
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ADVANCED POLICY
TOPICS

Amnesty
Communicating Outcomes to Parties

Documentation and Recordkeeping Practices




FOOD FOR THOUGHT: AMNESTY POLICY

* What is an “amnesty policy?”

— A formal policy extending amnesty to parties, witnesses, or bystanders
for minor policy violations that occur in conjunction with incidents of
sexual misconduct or sex/gender discrimination to encourage reporting
of those incidents, helpful intervention by engaged bystanders, and
cooperative participation in the investigation.

I”

* Typically only applies to minor (“low-level”) violations. For

example:

— Alcohol consumption

— Marijuana consumption

— Truancy

— Improper social media/technology use

106 © 2020 Association of Title IX Administrators



SAMPLE LANGUAGE

* The [School] community encourages the reporting of misconduct and crimes by
reporting parties and witnesses. Sometimes, reporting parties or witnesses are
hesitant to report to School officials or participate in resolution processes
because they fear that they themselves may be in violation of certain policies,
such as underage drinking or use of illicit drugs at the time of the incident.

* Itisin the best interests of the School community that reporting parties choose
to report to School officials, and that witnesses come forward to share what
they know. To encourage reporting, School maintains a policy of offering
reporting parties and witnesses amnesty from minor policy violations — such as
underage consumption of alcohol or the use of illicit drugs - related to the
incident. Amnesty does not apply to more serious allegations such as physical
abuse of another or illicit drug distribution. [In this situation, the School will
provide educational options, rather than discipline, to reporting parties and

witnesses.]
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SAMPLE LANGUAGE (CONT.)

108

Students: Sometimes, students are hesitant to assist or support others for fear
that they may get in trouble themselves (for example, a student who has been
drinking at a party might hesitate to seek help for a fellow student who has
experienced sexual misconduct to the police). The School maintains a policy of
amnesty for students who offer help to others in need. While policy violations
cannot be overlooked, the School will provide educational options, rather than
discipline, to those who offer their assistance to others in need.

Optional re: Employees: Sometimes, employees are hesitant to report
harassment or discrimination they have experienced for fear that they may get
in trouble themselves. For example, an employee who has violated the
consensual relationship policy and is then assaulted in the course of that
relationship might hesitate to report the incident to School officials. The School
may, at its discretion, offer employee reporting parties amnesty from such policy
violations (typically more minor policy violations) related to the incident.
Amnesty may also be granted to employee witnhesses on a case-by-case basis.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: COMMUNICATING

OUTCOMES TO REPORTING PARTIES ata

* What do you tell a reporting party about the outcome of a investigation
and/or disciplinary process involving a responding party?

* Higher education institutions are currently obliged by the Clery Act to
make simultaneous written notification to both parties in cases of sexual
assault, stalking, or interpersonal violence.

— Includes initial, interim, and final decision by any official or entity authorized
to resolve disciplinary matters within the institution.

— “Result” = Finding, Sanction, and Rationale.

— Procedures for appeal (if any), any changes to the results, and when final.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: COMMUNICATING

OUTCOMES TO REPORTING PARTIES ata

* Proposed regs “adopt” the Clery standard and apply it to all
funding recipients, including K-12 schools.
* Extends the notification requirement to include all Title IX matters:

— Including sexual harassment in addition to sexual assault,
stalking, and IPV.

» Section 106.6(e) of the proposed regulations:

— “The obligation to comply with [Title IX] is not obviated or
alleviated by the FERPA statute or the regulations.”
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: COMMUNICATING

OUTCOMES TO REPORTING PARTIES ata

* “Notice of determination” given to BOTH parties:
— Sections of the code/policy alleged to have been violated
— Procedural steps taken from receiving the complaint through determination
— Findings of fact supporting the determination
— Conclusions regarding application of the code of conduct to the facts

— A statement of, and the recipient’s rationale for, the result including a
determination regarding responsibility

— Any sanctions

— Information regarding the appeals process, including procedures and
permissible bases for either party to appeal

* Given simultaneously to the parties. Consider:
— Two separate but simultaneous meetings
— Telephonically

— Electronically
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COMMUNICATING OUTCOMES TO PARTIES:

WHAT ABOUT FERPA? ata

e 2001 OCR Revised Sexual Harassment Guide:

— “FERPA generally forbids disclosure of information from a student’s
“education record” without the consent of the student (or the
student’s parent). Thus, FERPA may be relevant when the person found
to have engaged in harassment is another student, because written
information about the complaint, investigation, and outcome is part of
the harassing student’s education record. Title IX is also relevant
because it is an important part of taking effective responsive action for
the school to inform the harassed student of the results of its
investigation and whether it counseled, disciplined, or otherwise
sanctioned the harasser. This information can assure the harassed
student that the school has taken the student’s complaint seriously and
has taken steps to eliminate the hostile environment and prevent the
harassment from recurring....
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COMMUNICATING OUTCOMES TO PARTIES:

WHAT ABOUT FERPA? ata

e 2001 OCR Revised Sexual Harassment Guide:

— “..The Department currently interprets FERPA as not conflicting with
the Title IX requirement that the school notify the harassed student of
the outcome of its investigation, i.e., whether or not harassment was
found to have occurred, because this information directly relates to
the victim. . .. The Department interprets this provision to mean that
FERPA continues to apply in the context of Title IX enforcement, but if
there is a direct conflict between requirements of FERPA and
requirements of Title 1X, such that enforcement of FERPA would
interfere with the primary purpose of Title IX to eliminate sex-based
discrimination in schools, the requirements of Title IX override any
conflicting FERPA provisions.”
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COMMUNICATING OUTCOMES TO PARTIES:

PROPOSED OCR REGULATIONS at o

* As to all appeals, the school must:
* |ssue a written decision describing the result of the appeal
* Provide:
* The rationale for the result,
* Written decision simultaneously to both parties.
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DOCUMENTATION AND RECORD-KEEPING

PRACTICES ata

* Documentation of all steps throughout the process is essential. Includes,
but is not limited to, the following:

— Notices

— Interim and support measures

— Interview transcripts

— Investigation report and evidence gathered
— Qutcome

— Sanctions/Remedies

— Implementation of sanctions/remedies

* Title IX Coordinator should be the final repository for all case documents

* Know your institution’s record retention policies/practices

* Case management system to track cases, actions taken, & patterns
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DOCUMENTATION AND RECORD-KEEPING

PRACTICES — PROPOSED REGULATIONS ata

* A recipient must create and maintain for a period of three years
records of any actions, including any supportive measures, taken in
response to a report or formal complaint of sexual harassment. In
each instance, the recipient must document the basis for its
conclusion that its response was not clearly unreasonable, and
document that it has taken measures designed to restore or
preserve access to the recipient’s educational program or activity.

* Check with local counsel about whether there is a longer
recordkeeping standard under your state archives rules and/or
district policy.
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ADVANCED SKILLS IN
TITLE IX

Working Collaboratively with Parents and
CPEIGIERN

Working Collaboratively with SROs / Law
Enforcement

Special Considerations When Interviewing
Children

Consent Construct in Investigations




WORKING
COLLABORATIVELY
WITH PARENTS AND
GUARDIANS




ISSUES TO CONSIDER WHEN

WORKING WITH PARENTS AND GUARDIANS ata

* Transparency and Clarity Regarding Policy and Process
* Parental Notification

* Engaging Parents/Guardians After Receiving a Report
» Setting and Managing Expectations

* Parent/Guardian Participation in the Process

* FERPA Rights/Access to Records

* Difficult Parent Issues

* Ongoing Engagement

* Role of the Title IX Coordinator
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TRANSPARENCY AND CLARITY REGARDING

POLICY AND PROCESS ata

* Engage parents early; Don’t wait for an incident to
happen

* Helps parents to know what to expect if/when an
incident occurs

* Shows district/school commitment to Title IX

* Helps to invite parents to be allies in the process
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TRANSPARENCY AND CLARITY REGARDING

POLICY AND PROCESS ata

What?

* Overview of Title IX and what is covered
* District/school policy and procedures

* Title IX Coordinator/Deputy Coordinator(s) information
— Name, Location, Phone, and Email

* Other reporting options (within district, state and federal)
* Interim and supportive measures

* |nvestigation/disciplinary processes

* In-school and community resources

* Rights of the parties

* Privacy and confidentiality
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TRANSPARENCY AND CLARITY REGARDING

POLICY AND PROCESS at o

How?

* Plain language
* Avoid “legalese”

* Accessible to non-English speakers
— Offering translation services — may be required by state laws

* Use descriptive language in addition to “Title IX”

— E.g., discrimination, bullying, harassment
* Clear information portal

* Online and printed materials

— E.g., online training module, resource sheets, etc.

* Widely disseminated
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TRANSPARENCY AND CLARITY REGARDING

POLICY AND PROCESS at o

When?

* Upon student enrollment

* Beginning of each school year

* QOrientation sessions/back to school nights
* Available online throughout school year

* In conjunction with “key” notices
— E.g., with report card, standardized test results, etc.

* Parent volunteer training/orientation
* PTA meetings
* Other
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NOTIFYING PARENTS/GUARDIANS

OF A REPORTED INCIDENT

* When do you call parents/guardians?
— Not required under Title IX
— State law
— District policy
— School-specific policy
— Practice/custom

* No uniform standard

— Trend to notify parents/guardians early in the process, and
especially for younger students

* Pros & cons of standardized notification



NOTIFYING PARENTS/GUARDIANS

OF A REPORTED INCIDENT

* Other considerations
— Concurrent/potential criminal investigation
— Abuse in household
— Privacy considerations (E.g., transgender students)
— Severity of incident
— Wishes of student
— Potential disciplinary consequences for responding party

 What about withesses?

— Not entitled to an “advisor” like the parties
— Some of the other considerations above may be applicable
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ENGAGING PARENTS/GUARDIANS

AFTER A RECEIVING A REPORT

126

Review policies, procedures, and key staff who will be involved in resolving
report

Investigation/interview/resolution process including appeal process (if
applicable)

Review effects of any interim measures
Amnesty/Immunity policy (if applicable)
Rights and responsibilities of all parties

Privacy and confidentiality

Resources at school and in community

Consider written information sheet tailored to reporting and responding party
parents/guardians
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SETTING AND MANAGING EXPECTATIONS ata

* Emphasize obligation to stop, prevent, and remedy
* Discuss the role parents/guardians may play in the process

* Parents/guardians do not have right to demand a particular
remedy

* Discuss behavioral expectations
— Don’t be disruptive

— Can’t impede process

— Can’t speak on behalf of their child; adjust according to age of
student

Other
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PARENT/GUARDIAN PARTICIPATION

Possible formal role as “advisor”

Attend interviews/meetings/hearings

— Recognize any potential impact on student (e.g. willingness to
participate; fear of being forthcoming, etc.)

— Consider if parent/guardian is a “witness” to events

* Review interview notes, report, evidence, and submit questions

Participation in any informal resolution process
— Parent/Guardian approval needed?

* State law versus district/school policy
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PARENT/GUARDIAN PARTICIPATION

* Special considerations
— Age-appropriateness
— Role in special education processes
= |EP development and revision
* Manifestation determination process
" Due process hearing requests
— FERPA considerations (more on next slide)
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FERPA RIGHTS/ACCESS TO RECORDS

* Right to “inspect and review” education records of their child

* What if education records contain information about other
students (e.g. surveillance footage, witness statements, etc.)?

— Only view the specific information directly related to their child
unless the information about the other students cannot be
segregated/redacted without destroying its meaning

* When possible, ED recommends obtaining consent of
parents/guardians of other student(s) whose information will be
disclosed
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NAVIGATING DIFFICULT PARENT ISSUES

* Circumvention or undercutting
* Parent as the alleged harasser

* Retaliation
* “Well-connected” parent

* Social media activity
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ONGOING ENGAGEMENT WITH

PARENTS/GUARDIANS

* Prevention and awareness

* Partner regarding appropriate behavior and physical
contact

* Encourage reporting

* Enable various reporting methods
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ROLE OF TITLE IX COORDINATOR ata

* Point person for questions/concerns

* Check-in with parents throughout the process

* Help resolve difficult parent issues

» Send/facilitate sending of notices

* Ensure parent/guardian training

* Facilitate partnerships with parent/guardian groups

* Documentation

© 2020 Association of Title IX Administrators



WORKING
COLLABORATIVELY
WITH SCHOOL
RESOURCE OFFICERS/
LAW ENFORCEMENT




ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

IN CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATIONS?

* Can law enforcement be the Title IX investigatory arm?
— Should it be? (not a best practice)
— Legal standards for criminal investigations are different.

— Police investigations or reports may not be determinative of
whether harassment occurred under Title IX and do not relieve

the school of its duty to respond promptly and 